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        The 12th Conference Preparatory Group (CPG12) meeting



       
Bucharest, 1 – 4  November 2011
VENUE
The venue of the 12th Conference Preparatory Group (CPG12) meeting is:

Radisson Blu Hotel Bucharest ((((( 

63-81 Calea Victoriei, Sector 1, Bucharest 010065, Romania

Tel: +40 21 311 90 00

Fax: +40 21 601 35 15

Participants are kindly requested to make their own international travel arrangements to and from Bucharest.

ACCOMMODATION

We have negotiated special rates with two hotels in Bucharest:
Radisson Blu Hotel Bucharest ((((( 

63-81 Calea Victoriei, Sector 1, Bucharest 010065, Romania

Tel: +40 21 311 90 00

Fax: +40 21 601 35 15

· Single Room - 105 Euro/night/breakfast, excluding 9% VAT;

· Business Room – 155 Euro/night/breakfast, excluding 9% VAT.

Located in the heart of the downtown area, the new Radisson Blu Hotel Bucharest (http://www.radissonblu.com/hotel-bucharest) is just 20 minutes away from the Henri Coanda International Airport and within walking distance from the shopping area, the business centre and the museum district. The hotel has free high-speed internet access throughout its facilities, indoor pool and outdoor pools in the middle of a garden, as well as the exotic Bali Spa offering authentic treatments, providing a resort ambience in the heart of the city. 
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	Athénée Palace Hilton Hotel   ((((
1-3 Episcopiei Street, Sector 1, Bucharest
Tel: +40 21 303 37 77

Fax: +40 21 315 21 21


	


· Single Room - 100 Euro/night/breakfast, excluding 9% VAT.

Located in the heart of the city, next to the historic Calea Victoriei Avenue, the Athénée Palace Hilton Hotel (http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/BUHHITW-Athenee-Palace-Hilton-Bucharest-hotel/index.do) is within walking distance from the shops, business centre, museums and downtown entertainment facilities and a 20-minute drive from the airport. The hotel is endowed with a heated indoor pool, fitness centre, business centre, meeting rooms and wireless Internet access and provides on-site dining facilities.

For reservations, we kindly ask you to use the attached Hotel Reservation Form and send it to the chosen hotel, no later than 1st October 2011, in order to benefit for the preferential rate.
Other hotels in the area:

Grand Hotel Continental (((((
56 Calea Victoriei, 010083

Bucharest, Romania

Tel.: +40 372 010 300

Fax: +40 372 010 301

http://www.continentalhotels.ro/Grand-Hotel-Continental-482/
Novotel Bucharest City Centre Hotel ((((
37B Calea Victoriei Street, Sector 1, Bucharest

Tel: +40 21 308 85 00

Fax: +40 21 308 85 01
http://www.novotel.com/novotel/fichehotel/gb/nov/5558/fiche_hotel.shtml

Le Boutique Hotel Moxa ((((
4 Mihail Moxa Street, Crossroads Calea Victoriei, Sector 1, Bucharest, 

Tel: +40 21 650 55 55
Fax: +40 21 650 66 66

http://www.hotelmoxa.ro/index.html
HOW TO REACH THE HOTEL: 

The area can be reached by taxi (from the airport, the fare of approx. 90 LEI is the equivalent in Romanian currency of about EUR 20). The ride takes around three quarters of an hour. 

!!! It is advisable to have Romanian currency ready (not credit cards). For your personal safety, please make sure to choose a company taxi (for example Fly Taxi), rather than choosing one that only bears the number of its license. 

As for the public transportation, the express bus 783 departs from the airport every 15-20 minutes (weekdays) and every half hour (weekends). The bus station and the ticket shop are located in front of the Domestic Flights Terminal and International Departures Terminal. The two-trip magnetic card (there are no single trip cards) can be purchased at the card desk in the bus station and costs 7 LEI (the equivalent in Romanian currency of about EUR 1.65). You should go to Romana Square station (Piaţa Romană). Romanian currency is also required. More information about transportation from the airport to the hotel or to downtown Bucharest is available at: http://www.otp-airport.ro. 

If you choose to arrive by train, Bucharest North Railway Station (Gara de Nord) is only a few kilometers from the hotel. 

Train ticket reservation can be made at: 

Train Travel Agency (Agentia CFR) 

10, Brezoianu Street 

Telephone: +40 21 313 26 43; +40 21 313 26 42 

Train Travel Agency (Agentia de Voiaj) 

139, Calea Grivitei street, near North Train Station 

Telephone: +40 21 316 89 47; +40 21 316 89 45 


From Bucharest North Railway Station, you can take a taxi to the hotel or meeting venue (the taxi is around 1.4 LEI per kilometer, the equivalent in English currency of about EUR 0.33). 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION (Not from/to the Airport!) 

Public transportation (www.ratb.ro), including the subway (www.metrorex.ro), operates from 05:30 to 23:00. For this type of transport, you must buy an Active Card that cost 3.7 LEI (0.87 EUR) and can be used for both ground and underground transport. The Active Card must be charged with a minimum value of 2.6 LEI (0.61 EUR) that means 2 trips by bus or a trip by subway.
VISA

Delegates requiring a visa are kindly requested to make their own arrangements.

You may find the list of countries and the visa exempted-cases, additional information, visa applications and the location of the Romanian mission in your country at http://www.mae.ro/index.php?unde=doc&id=7201&idlnk=3&cat=5
LANGUAGES 

The official language of Romania is Romanian. You will also find that numerous people are fluent English and/or French. 

INTERNET ACCESS 

Free wireless Internet will be available in the meeting room. In case cable connections in the meeting room are necessary, please ask the support of our colleagues at the welcome desk.  

CURRENCY 

The Romanian currency unit is pronounced LEU (plural LEI). 

1 EURO = 4.2488 LEI (August 25, 2011) 


WEATHER 

Romania has a temperate climate, with four distinct seasons. The weather can be changeable at all times of the year and there are considerable variations from one year to another. In winter, the most severe weather occurs when cold winds from the North-East region sweep the country. The temperature is between 0-10 degrees Celsius. 

In winter can be rather cold, with snows and temperatures below freezing point during the day, but rarely dropping below -10°C. The winters are sometimes windy, because of the Bucharest location on the Romanian Plain, but winds are mitigated due to urbanization. 

LOCAL TIME 

Romanian local daylight saving time is GMT +2 hours (EET). 

ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 

Romania uses 220 V, 50 Hz. Plugs are two-pin continental size. 

MORE INFO 

General information about Romania, including museums, restaurants, handicrafts, antiques etc. is available at: 

http://www.romaniatourism.com/main.html 

or: 

http://www.turism.ro/english/index.php 
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