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	Summary: 

	When ECC Decision (11)06 was originally developed in 2011, it was not possible to agree on a preferred frequency arrangement for the lower sub-band 3400-3600 MHz and thus both a FDD and a TDD frequency arrangement are currently included in the Decision for this sub-band without any preference. For the upper sub-band 3600-3800 MHz only a TDD frequency arrangement is included in the Decision.
Decides 3 of ECC Decision (11)06 states: “that the frequency arrangement in the 3.4 - 3.6 GHz should be subject to review no later than end 2013 with the aim to identify a preferred frequency arrangement”.
During the discussions in 2011 Germany expressed its preference for a TDD frequency arrangement for the 3400-3600 MHz band (see document ECC PT1(11)087). Germany believes that most of the arguments for a preferred TDD frequency arrangement as presented in 2011 are still valid and could be further supported by the recent market developments for TDD-LTE in the 3.5 GHz band during the last 2 years.
Therefore Germany reiterates its views that the TDD frequency arrangement for the 3400-3600 MHz as currently contained in ECC Decision (11)06 should be identified as the preferred frequency arrangement in the review of the Decision that is requested by the end of 2013 based on Decides 3 of the Decision.


	Proposal: 

	Germany supports the TDD frequency arrangement for the band 3400 – 3600 MHz as currently contained in ECC Decision (11)06 as the preferred frequency arrangement.


	Background:

	When ECC Decision (11)06 was originally developed in 2011, Germany already provided a number of  arguments in support of a TDD frequency arrangement as the preferred frequency arrangement for the 3400-3600 MHz band (see document ECC PT1(11)06).
Germany faces the difficulty that the 3400 – 3600 / 3600 – 3800 MHz bands are already licenced for BWA and FSS systems which means that Germany is not able to start from scratch with the introduction of new IMT services in these bands. New services will have to cope with those services already licensed in these bands. Further the BWA Services are granted on a regional basis what makes the situation even more complex.
Therefore Germany is of the view that a TDD frequency arrangement in the 3400 – 3600 MHz band as the preferred band plan holds a number of advantages like:
· facilitating coexistence with existing services in the band (both BWA and FSS),
· reducing complexity in UE’s, since there are no duplex filters required,
· in the case of synchronized TDD operation in adjacent channels and the same region, practically no terminal-to-terminal interference,
· facilitating harmonisation with other ITU-R Regions where only parts of this frequency range are available for mobile broadband services (e.g. in the US but also parts of the Asia-Pacific region which relies more heavily on this band for FSS use)
Germany also believes that the band will be used mainly for hotspot high capacity data coverage in the first place resulting in a great asymmetry of the uplink/downlink usage. A TDD band plan allows the split between DL and UL to be adjusted by software to enable operators to cope with the tendency of asymmetric traffic.
In this respect Germany proposes (a) to query existing 3.5 GHz licencees (e.g. as listed in ECO Report 03) about their current and future usage and (b) to investigate the recent market and technology developments for TD-LTE in the 3.5 GHz band since the development of the Decision in 2011. 
Due to the above mentioned aspects Germany supports a TDD arrangement as the preferential harmonised frequency arrangement for the band 3400 – 3600 MHz.
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