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Minutes of 29th Steering Group

1. Opening remarks, Agenda

The Chairman welcomed the participants in the ECO premises. The agenda of the SG Meeting (Annex1) and the list of participants (Annex2) are attached. 

2. Preparation of the 30th ECC Meeting’s Agenda

AI 4.1
The Chairman of ECC PT1, Mr Didier Chauveau (F) reported that support for the two options was equal within his group after the resolution of comments from the public consultation of draft ECC/DEC/(11)HH on "Harmonised frequency arrangements for mobile/fixed communications networks (MFCN) (including IMT) operating in the bands 3400 - 3600 MHz and 3600 - 3800 MHz". ECC PT1 will provide the ECC with a summary of the PC (ECC(11)063 Annex01) showing that, for the frequency arrangement in the 3400 - 3600 MHz, no unanimous suggestion could be made either for option A or option B. ECC PT1 proposes that ECC takes a decision on the way forward regarding the two options (A and B). All other comments from public consultation have been solved. 

After discussion the ECC SG tended to prefer a clear solution but rejected a mixed approach of options A and B. The Chairman told that he will reflect the situation in his notes to the ECC agenda.

AI 4.9

Public Consultation on draft ECC/DEC/(12)AA on “exemption from individual licensing and free circulation and use of terrestrial and satellite mobile terminals operating under the control of networks” has been stopped by an objection of the UK Administration. 

Mr Steve Bond (UK) explained shortly the reasoning of the objection. The SG discussed further steps, e.g. to send the draft Decision to ECC PT1 for further considerations, which could be seen as an appropriate approach. 

The SG decided that the decision will be referred back to ECC PT1, unless the ECC is able to revise the concerned text accordingly to send it directly to PC.
UK will input an explanation on the concerns to the ECC meeting.   
AI 16.1
The Chairman highlighted that the procedure for appointment of the new CPG chairman starts at this meeting, since the next ECC is already after the WRC.
3. Topics and Topic teams for press releases
Some of the topics arising at the forthcoming ECC meeting were proposed as possible topics for the associated website news article. These were the approvals on the Decision on 3.4 ‑ 3.8 GHz MFCN, the two Decisions on GSM- R and the Decisions on ULP-AMI and UWB. Less certain possible was the discussion on the 1600 MHz bands for MSS. The related authors will be contacted by the Office as well as the activities on MCA services (GSM on-board aircraft). 
The SG also considered the 2 GHz unpaired bands as a possible publication issue pending the outcome of the discussions. 

4. Review of recent events with possible influence on the ECC strategy 
4.1. Possible future mandates consequential to RSPP and initial preparations

Due to the fact that the ECC decided to skip the spring meeting due to the WRC-12 and that the RSPP is expected to be available maybe during the WRC, the SG discussed the proposal to assess the final RSPP after its publication in the official journal. This could take place within timeframe of the WRC-12, possibly taking advantage of some participants being located in Geneva at the time. Consideration is seen necessary especially where RSPP may lead to additional mandates. These may not be always easy to respond to. The example was given that the ECC is not intending to identify new W-LAN frequencies, whereas the RSPP is advocating such an action. The ECC shall take a proactive role on this consideration and provide the Commission with its views on the different topics.
The timing has been discussed again and the SG decided that after the WRC-12 there is enough time to assess the final RSPP.
4.2. Development of EFIS 

The Vice-chairman of WG FM, Mr Thomas Weilacher (D), gave information and background on the ongoing work and considerations within WG FM on the issue. Status information on the intended merger of ECA and EFIS will be presented in the ECC meeting. This provides for a good opportunity to consider further improvements. He also described the ongoing activities on the development of the new ECC Report providing guidance on the interpretation of the ‘EFIS Decision’ (ECC/DEC/(01)03).
The Office provided a presentation about possible improvements of the data contained in EFIS based also on already existing ideas in the EFIS MG. The ECC Steering Group considered the issue and suggested to discuss possible further information, which could be included into EFIS at the next ECC meeting. The Office will provide a contribution. In principle this may also refer to frequency bands which are already under consideration in the subordinate groups. The EFIS MG could immediately start work and a first outcome is expected at the first WG FM meeting in 2012.  
5. Difficulties (issues to be raised from project team meetings, if any)
5.1. New Mandate on MCA
The Chairman of ECC PT1 introduced the consideration and steps forward on accordance with the new Mandate on MCA, issued by the EC in October 2011. His group established already a related roadmap depicting the necessary steps to fulfil the given task and the Mandate’s deadline (March 2013). He highlighted the ECC PT1 will lead the development of the draft CEPT Report, while SE7 will study the compatibility issues. It has been summarized that no obstacles are foreseen to meet the deadline.
5.2. Future handling of the RIS model

One of the remaining questions out of WG RA is the future handling of the RIS model. The SG concluded that the future use is recommended and should be cross-linked with EFIS entrances. 
5.3. Letter from DVB-CM
The Chairman informed the meeting that he had been informed about possible LS of the DVB-CM requesting the view of the ECC on possible changes of the CEPT Report 39. The SG decided that, if the LS will be received in due time before the ECC, the issue will be put on the agenda, but if received too late the SG will consider it by correspondence to avoid any possible delay in the process.

6. WM/RoP

6.1. Amendments to WM and RoP from WG RA
The Chairman of WG RA, Mr Stelios Himonas introduced the proposed changes (ECC(11)067) on the RoP and WM in accordance with the closure of WG RA. The document has been provided 8 weeks before the meeting to allow the ECC plenary to approve on the related changes accordingly. The relevant Chairmen told that there is no concern to reflect these changes in their ToR, if the ECC approves it. 

A discussion took place on the issue that only the Office can propose relevant changes to the WM and RoP. The point has been made, that the Office is the gatherer of the related proposals and will, like WG RA before, propose already embedded changes to the WM/RoP, if considered necessary. It was agreed that ECC SG will have opportunity to discuss the proposed amendments before the submission to ECC.
The Secretary explained that the other document (ECC(11)057) available under the related ECC AI are the changes to the RoP already agreed at the latest ECC meeting.
6.2. Deliverables (Styles and Templates)
The Office informed about further work on the templates for ECC deliverables which is mainly related to the handling of the templates in the subordinate groups to ensure a convenient working and to avoid confusion with formatting. The basic layout will not be changed because it has been approved at an earlier ECC meeting. The amended RoP and WM already uploaded for the ECC meeting still contain the old templates. The new ones will be provided in a separate contribution to ECC; however there are no changes to the actual wording, therefore it should be possible to adopt the revised templates in the WM immediately.
6.3. Electronic Working Methods

The WG RA Chairman informed the SG about the finally approved internal ECC Report on “Implementation of virtual participation Electronic Working Methods in the ECC working process”. It concludes e.g. that the virtual participation was successful and should be further pursued. Another main outcome of the Report is to task the Office to review possible equipment and software for trial and to inform the ECC regularly on its experience. The Office informed that they have already started this action and will provide a first contribution to the forthcoming ECC.
6.4. ECC Decision: recording of resolution of comments

A contribution of ECC PT1, contained in document 023, has been considered by the SG dealing with the resolution of comments received during PC and the reflection of the conclusions in the template for comments itself. The situation has been depicted that the template has been rarely used in the past for this, but that its usage could reduce the administrative burden of the Office and WG/PT level to manage the comments. ECC PT1 proposed to the SG to invite the ECC subordinated group to use the template also to reflect the conclusions on the received comments, at least for ECC decision. After discussion the SG decided that the usage of the template is emphasized, but left the final decision to use the template to the Chairmen of the groups.
7. MoU/LoU

7.1. UIC

The Secretariat received a LoU proposal from the Union Internationale de Chemin de Fer (UIC) (document 015). The proposal had already been reviewed before the meeting and the revision 015R1 has been introduced by the Secretary. After short discussion the SG decided to provide the UIC with the proposed revision, assuming that an approval is possible before the ECC meeting. The Chairman will take appropriate steps to get in contact with the UIC in due time.
7.2. CENELEC
The ECC chairman also received a MoU proposal of CENELEC as direct response to the Chairman’s suggestions at the Split meeting to the CENELEC deputy. Since there are some open questions, e.g. the Status of the Proposal as either MoU or LoU and other comments made by the SG, it has been decided to provide the CENELEC text for the ECC plenary to get general agreement to engage in a MoU/LoU and to task the ECC SG to work out the concrete text. The Chairman will get in contact with CENELEC in order to raise the questions on the one hand and get clarification on the status on the other.   
8. Planning/Report of next ECC activities/relations

8.1. 02-11 EC-ECC consultation report 

The Chairman highlighted the issues of interest, which haven’t been touched already by other AI of this SG meeting. He mentioned the risk assessment methodology, the DA2GC issue, the GSM-R update and the discussions on the WRC-12 preparations. He highlighted that for some conclusions foreseen for the ECC meeting mandates will be required to transpose the results in the related EC decisions. A dedicated report will be provided to the ECC.
8.2. ADCO R&TTE, Risk assessment of EMC/R&TTE non-compliance 

The chairman and ETSI ERM received an invitation to attend a meeting dealing with the risk assessment suggested by the TCAM innovation group. The aim is to exchange information about how different risks depending on victim services are taken into account in the development of spectrum usage parameters.
The Chairman and the Chairman of WG SE will attend the meeting and inform the SG accordingly.
8.3. Action Points from #15 ECC-ETSI meeting
The Chairman reported the main topics of the recent #15 ECC-ETSI meeting requiring direct activities of the SG:
Liaisons from ECC subgroups to ERM
The Chairman conveyed the repeated request of the ETSI ERM Chairperson, Ms Gabrielle Owen (NL), to send each liaison statement addressed to ETSI groups also in copy to her mail box. This approach will help the ERM to keep track on the issues ongoing among the entities. The SG decided that the Chairmen of the relevant groups will inform their subordinated working groups, tasking them to follow the suggestion of ETSI.
Feedback to TCAM concerning actions proposed by TCAM INNOV
Based on the action plan of the TCAM INNOV group the ETSI ECC meeting discussed a possible response as some of the suggestions include references to both organisations. The chairman indicated that a response from ECC would be appreciated by the Commission.
The Chairman and the secretary will provide a draft response in order to approve it by correspondence.
European instruments containing technical parameters for radio spectrum

ETSI provided in addition to the leaflet already agreed between ETSI, EC and ECC a table of European instruments (Standards, Regulation etc.) providing technical parameters in accordance with the regulatory framework. The table should provide further guidance and information to SME’s. ETSI proposed to ECC to consider the table and to provide improvements. At the ETSI ECC meeting the ECC chairman offered to consider the table at the ECC steering meeting.
The SG considered the table of ‘instruments’ as not helpful, since this seems to be a source of confusion more than as additional help for the SME. The SG suggested reconsidering the development of an additional basic introduction document of the organisation tailored to the needs of SME’s.
8.4. Meeting between the ECC and CRASA

The chairman informed the SG that during the latest ITU-R 5D meeting some considerations took place among CEPT Members and Members of the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) to initiate cooperation between the ECC and the new Regulator Association of the SADC, the Communications Regulators’ Association of Southern Africa (CRASA). The Chairman will take appropriate steps to get in contact with the CRASA, most likely during the forthcoming WRC-12.
9. ECO – Matters

9.1. CEPT Assembly 

Due to the restructuring of CERP and the ECC, the planned CEPT Assembly had been postponed from the spring to the end of 2011.  It was now firmly planned for the 19 December, and preparations are well underway. The Chairman expressed his hope that the assembly will appreciate and endorse the current CEPT presidency structure.
9.2. Activities on Research Projects: 

Mrs Stella Lyubchenko, ECO, introduced document ECC SG(11)021 updating the SG on ECO’s activity to identify and develop dialogue with research projects relevant to the work of the ECC.
She reported on the rearrangement of the Research Activity Area on the ECO server in accordance with the Decision of the last ECC, on a new proposal for contact (SmartGrid) and on requests to the ECO to participate in various advisory boards. The SG discussed the related issues and gave advice on the procedure to contact the possible partners and on the access of partners to ECC subordinate meetings. A summarized report on the issue will be presented at the next ECC meeting. 

Mrs Lyubchenko highlighted that the ECO has been approached by COST/TERRA in order to plan a second joint Workshop on the Future of Cognitive Radio Regulation, discussing the possible influences of WRC-12 outcome on AI1.19 (on CR) to the Strategic Plan of the ECC and latest developments in devices and standardisation/regulation.
The SG suggested that the Liaison Officer to TERRA, the representatives of WG FM and SE 43 and related ECO staff are requested to meet and discuss the issue of the proposed tentative workshop with TERRA. 
9.3. ECC distribution lists

The ECO reported the status of ECC distribution lists as follows. There are currently four ECC distribution lists:

· ECC List A: 
Members of CEPT Administrations http://www.cept.org/ecc/contact-ecc/ecc-administrations
· ECC List B: 
Members of CEPT - List of contact persons - active coordinators in CEPT

BI: ECC Plenary

BII: EC Council

BIII: Observers

· List C: 
National contacts which may be used for any type of request http://www.cept.org/ecc/contact-ecc/ecc-national-contacts
· List D: Contact persons for Questionnaires

Lists A and BI are used in order to gather comments from administrations in the two first week before the start of the Public Consultation of ECC deliverables. Lists A+BI+BII+BIII are used for the Public Consultation of deliverables. Considering this usage, the ECC SG was invited to consider if some of those lists could be merged. This will be further considered at the next ECC SG meeting, since the implementation of such measure need to be based on a related change of the RoP.

ECO is updating the lists based on the information provided by the administrations. ECO stimulated an update of the distribution lists in January 2010 by inviting the administrations to review the information contained in each of the lists. The ECO proposed to contact the administrations in order to update the lists. This was endorsed by the ECC SG.
9.4. 2012 Draft Work Programme of the Office

The Deputy Director of the Office, Marc Le Devendec presented document ECC SG(11)025, with the office’s proposed work plan for 2012.  The document included comparison with the plan for 2011 and also made reference to the actual application of that plan so far., the main changes are linked with the changes in the ECC structure and the transfer of some activities from WG RA to WG FM and ECC / ECC Steering Group, where some of those tasks will now fall under the responsibilities of the Office.

In particular, an increase in demand is expected in the direct support to the ECC due to the transfer of RA3 activities (Regulatory and Procedural Issues and Electronic Working Methods) from WG RA to the Office. The Office will be tasked to make revisions to the Working Methods / Rules of Procedure and will report accordingly to the ECC and Steering Group.  

Similarly, an increase in demand is expected in the support of the WG FM due to the transfer of RA2 activities (Radio Amateur) from WG RA to WG FM (the Office providing a report directly to WG FM) and due to the inclusion of the remaining activities of RA1 (enforcement) into FM22 (monitoring). The support from the Office is also expected to be higher compared with 2011 since two projects teams (FM49 (PPDR) and FM50 (L-band)) are planning to meet relatively frequently, to meet timescale demands.

A rebalancing is made from general ECC support to effort specifically for Communications. This reflects the experience gained in 2011, as the ECC Strategic Plan and its communications elements are put into practice, including the regular ECC Newsletter. 

It was noted that the proposed estimate was in line with the available staff in the Office, therefore, there does not appear to be an urgent requirement to determine priorities. This position may change over the course of the year, in which case reference can be made to the ECC or its Steering Group as necessary.
10. Future Meeting Dates

The Steering group agreed on the following dates and venues for the upcoming meetings:

02.05.2012
[TBD] 
02.10.2012
[TBD] 
05.02.2013
[TBD] 
04.06.2013
[TBD]
08.10.2013
[TBD]  

2013 Dates for ECC 
05.-08.03.2013
02.-05.07.2013
05.-08.11.2013 
The related venues are subject to invitation by the Administrations.

11. Any other business

none
12. Closure of the meeting

The chairman closed with grateful thanks for the good cooperation of the participants and closed the meeting 18:00.
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