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Minutes of 31st Steering Group

1. Opening remarks, Agenda

The Chairman, Mr Thomas Ewers (D) welcomed the participants in the BNetzA premises in Bonn. The agenda (Annex1) of the SG Meeting has been amended slightly. The list of participants is attached in Annex 2. 

2. Preparation of the 32nd ECC Meeting’s Agenda
The Chairman informed the meeting that the majority of the AI of interest will be discussed as part of the steering group agenda. 
AI 3.3 – Procedure for appointment of a new ECC-Vice Chairman
The Chairman reminded that the procedure for the replacement of Mr Stelios Himonas (CYP) as ECC Vice Chairman has been postponed to start at the forthcoming ECC. 
AI 5.4 – ECC Decision on withdrawal on ECC/DEC/(02)01 
The Chairman of ECC PT1 sought clarification on the purpose of the withdrawal since ECC/DEC/(02)01 is largely implemented by the Members. In responding to that the Chairman of WG FM explained that the related framework has been transferred into Annex 5 of ERC REC 70/03 after related discussion within WG FM on suitability of a single ECC deliverable for every purpose or a compendium to merge all into one reference. 
AI 6.1 – CEPT Report 50 in Response to the Mandate on PMSE 

The Vice-Chairman of WG SE informed that the related studies will be finalised by an extra-ordinary meeting of SE7 (11-12 October 2012) and the results will be directly contributed to the ECC. Some redrafting might be necessary within the ECC before CEPT Report 50 will undergo Public Consultation, it was suggested that SE7 should provide the results also to FM51 to be included in the two remaining tables before ECC. 

The Commission informed at the WG FM that they are not satisfied with the content of the Report, since the possible impact of MFCN to PMSE is missing. 

The Vice-Chairman of WG SE and the Chairman of WG FM clarified, that the studies have been made to answer the request how many channels on which level of interference could be available for PSME. Some doubts were expressed whether such information is needed in a Report in response to the Mandate. This was more seen as content for a supplementary ECC Report on the additional elements.

It was raised by the Chairman that the reconsideration of spurious and out-of-band emissions (OoB), in particular of the new generation of digital broadband systems is in the reach of responsibility of the ECC. WG SE already started with consideration of the generic characterisation of unwanted emissions including the boundary between the OoB and spurious domains, not only related to LTE.

A response to the Commission has been identified necessary. The impact of adjacent mobile systems on PMSE in 1785 ‑ 1805 MHz could be addressed in the Draft CEPT Report. This needs to be discussed further if the current studies are insufficient. More detailed studies of the opposite direction could be performed, if necessary.
Remaining parts of the 1800 MHz discussion are covered under section 5.6.
AI 9.4 – Revision of ECC/DEC/(08)08 on MCS on-board MCV
The Chairman of ECC PT1 sought endorsement for a new work item for his group to study the possible usage of additional MCV bands as identified by ECC PT1 on the basis of questionnaire.  The revision of ECC/DEC/(08)08 on Mobile communication on-board Vessels will be considered further to the study. He reported that the relevant WI has been supported by 12 CEPT administrations. The meeting endorse the approach.
3. Topics and Topic teams for press releases
Five topics arising at the forthcoming ECC meeting were provisionally agreed to be covered in the associated website news article: (1) the new ECC and WG SE chairman, (2-4) the new ECC Decisions on MFCN 2GHz, MSS and MCA. The last topic - WS position of the ECC - could be considered pending the results of the discussions within the ECC. The Office will consult the relevant responsible chairmen in preparing the text.
4. Review of recent events
4.1. WG SE Chairman

4.2. ECC Chairman
The Chairman stated that only one application for each chairmanship had been received. Therefore he expressed his intention to appoint both new chairmen by acclamation.
5. Difficulties (issues to be raised from project team meetings, if any)
5.1. New Mandate on EFIS
The Director of the Office, Mark Thomas, reported that work is progressing well on Draft CEPT Report 46 although the timescales were demanding. Thomas Weber from the Office would attend the ECC meeting to introduce the paper as he had led the work by the Office on this document. The WG FM and EFIS MG were being consulted in the Office's process of preparing the Report. Afterwards the question was raised whether to send Draft CEPT Report 46 in its current form (as presented in the last WG FM meeting) into PC. The Chairman of WG FM agreed that there is certainly a PC needed, but the content is mainly coming from the Office, which should be reflected somehow. After further discussion the meeting confirmed that the response to the mandate should be a CEPT Report and therefore endorsed by the ECC. The necessary PC will start after approval at the ECC meeting. The Director of the Office said that the report would be thoroughly reviewed in order to address as fully as possible the requirements of the mandate as expressed but it must reflect the apparent consensus of the ECC membership. 

Mr Thomas noted that the draft of the Report at that stage took account of the Commission's intentions for the development of the Spectrum Inventory as it had been presented at public workshops during the summer, and the ECO was engaged in a dialogue with the Commission in order that the Report addressed the requirements of the mandate in a constructive way. However the Steering Group meeting had serious concerns about the direction in which the Commission appeared likely to take this process. In particular, scrutiny of the Commission's draft regulations in this respect, which were due to be presented at the following week's Radio Spectrum Committee, raised serious concerns. Opinions expressed included that the concept of a Decision Support System went beyond the scope of the Radio Spectrum Policy Programme, Article 9.2, which required the spectrum inventory to be created in the first place.

It has been stated that the Commission is mainly looking for an implementing decision, but there might be some ambiguities EFIS vs. Inventory taking into account the current interpretation of §9.2 of the RSPP. 

The SG also agreed that there is one additional statement to be made, in the forthcoming RSCom and the RSPG: There is only one database needed throughout Europe and that is and will be EFIS. Additionally the Commission need to be informed, that the requested depth of details will not be provided since this data cannot be provided by the Member states. 
5.2. Co-existence between GSM-R and public mobile networks
The Chairman of WG FM informed that the LS of the UIC (ECC(12)038) is only meant to gather information on current interference cases and related possible solutions. WG FM had established a correspondence group to further assess this issue.
5.3. Issues of mutual cooperation with APT
The Chairman of ECC PT1 sought for endorsement on the identification of issues of mutual cooperation with the APT. The SG preferred that the CPG shall, respecting the connection APG/AWG, cooperate with the APG on common, already identified issues. The already established cooperation between ECC PT1 and the AWG may of course continue.
5.4. ECC Decision on 1452 – 1492 MHz
The Chairman of WG SE informed on a new work item of SE 7 on compatibility and sharing studies in support of the activities to the development of the LRTC and cross-border coordination within PT1. FM 50 will use the results of both works to develop a related ECC Decision. 
5.5. Unpaired 2 GHz (incl. BDA2GC and PMSE)
The Chairman of WG FM introduced the outcome of the latest meeting. WG FM had discussed the unpaired terrestrial 2 GHz bands by taking into account the progress report from the correspondence group and the liaison statement from WG SE. WG FM had also noted that the European Commission intends to issue a Mandate to CEPT (remark: the Mandate was adopted by RSC#41, 10-11 October 2012). From WG FM point of view the applications under discussion need to be prioritised. Therefore WG FM decided to give priority to Broadband DA2GC and PMSE in the analysis that has to be carried out. FM PT 48 and FM PT 51 were requested to share the lead within WG FM and actively contribute to the work. It has to be expected that WG FM will ask WG SE for support, especially regarding possible sharing scenarios. SE PT 44 has already started initial considerations on the bands 1900 - 1920 MHz and 2010 - 2025 MHz.

The SG meeting agreed with this way forward.
5.6. PMSE at 1800 MHz
Draft Report A from CEPT to the European Commission in response to the Mandate "On technical conditions regarding spectrum harmonisation options for wireless radio microphones and cordless video-cameras (PMSE equipment)" had been discussed during the last WG FM meeting. Some compatibility aspects still need to be clarified. Therefore SE7 had planned a meeting from 11-12 October 2012. WG FM had given authorisation to FM51 to amend the technical conditions for the 1800 MHz band in line with the output of SE7, and then submit the draft CEPT Report 50 to ECC for adoption for public consultation.

It had also been discussed during the latest WG FM meeting whether the current draft CEPT Report contains sufficient information about possible MFCN interference into PMSE in the 1800 MHz duplex gap or not and whether the bands under consideration (800 MHz and 1800 MHz duplex gaps) will be effective for providing PMSE applications. A supplementary ECC Report may be a possibility to add additional information if the time schedule for the Mandate does not allow to reflect all relevant aspects in CEPT Report 50.

See also section 2 – AI 6.1.
5.7. Consideration on LTE and SRD above 863 MHz

The Vice-Chairman of WG SE, Mr Karl Löw (D) gave information on on-going consideration in relation with the update of ERC REC 70/03 with regards to the band 863 - 870 MHz. 
5.8. Approval of ECC Reports 128, 150 and 181

5.9. Public Consultation of ECC Reports 185+186 and 187 

The Vice-Chairman of WG SE informed the SG on the approval of several ECC Reports. He highlighted the ECC Reports 185 and 186 on White Space Devices.
5.10. Follow-up from RA-12 and WRC-12

In accordance with the overall task of the ECC on the assessment of the results of RA-12 and WRC-12 WG SE and WG FM informed that related considerations will be reflected in their Progress Report into the forthcoming ECC. This has been noted by the meeting. 
5.11. BSO and SSAR
The SG discussed the current Commission’s Communication on Shared use of spectrum and the directly related Request for Opinion (RfO) of the RSPG. The SG agreed unanimously that the intended Shared Spectrum Access Rights (SSAR) are seen as pure national issue and that work on the given RfO need to be based on members information of their national licensing scheme in accordance with Framework- and Authorisation Directive.

Another discussion was raised on the Beneficial Sharing Opportunities (BSO) where the majority of the SG claimed clarification on the idea behind. For the time being, there seems to be confusion between the various issues addressed through this concept: development of unlicensed usage, sharing agreement between private parties and licensed shared access. As a consequence, it is seen unclear in which direction related considerations will lead, which target is aimed, respectively. 

6. WM/RoP
6.1. CEPT Report – handling of consultation responses
Agenda item deleted due course of discussions. 
7. MoU/LoU

7.1. DigiTag
The Chairman informed about the proposal of LoU (ECC SG(12)038) received from DigiTag. He stated also that the basic text for LoU has been used and there is no ambiguity seen. Some members of the SG have already recognized DigiTag as an active organisation and appreciated the proposal. 
The Chairman showed his intention to seek the usual endorsement from the ECC plenary to engage into LoU in accordance to the received proposal. 

8. Planning/Report of next ECC activities/relations

8.1. Agenda #16 ECC-ETSI
The Chairman of WG FM referred to the discussions under Section 5.3 of this meeting, where the issue of LTE BEM measurements has been considered. In connection to section 4.9 of the ECC-ETSI agenda he expressed his intention to inform ETSI that there is no intention to repeat fundamental discussions on the issue and that FM22 closed the related work item. 
He also introduced a new item in section 5.1 to raise the question on the standalone Harmonised Standards on White Space Spectrum, where no ECC support was requested by ETSI during the related development. 

Also clarification was sought on the progress of the standardisation mandate on RRS.

The agenda of the #16 ECC-ETSI meeting will be changed in accordance to the discussions and the issues will be introduced orally.
8.2. Agenda ECC-ECC consultation 02-12
The agenda had already been considered by correspondence before due to the short time left to the related consultation with the Commission. Some changes were made in accordance to a proposal of the Chairman of ECC PT1.
9. ECO – Matters

9.1. Research Projects
The Director of the Office, Mark Thomas, introduced document ECC SG(12)022 which updated the SG on the ECO and ECC’s engagement with research projects. Many of the contacts already made under this programme are now actively participating in several ECC working groups and projects teams, mainly in the area of cognitive radio, which indicates a positive outcome so far for this work. The same approach is being used for some new areas of interest, particularly UWB and smart metering.
The Office undertook to send this document to the plenary meeting. The Chairman of PT1 noted that the contact with research projects provided a very good opportunity to present the results of ECC work, and that the Office should continue to seek opportunities to speak at relevant fora where its information could have a positive impact, such as the ‘RAS Cluster’.

The Chairman reminded the meeting of the Office’s substantive proposal in the document, which is that the subordinate bodies should review their work programmes in order to identify area for closer cooperation with research institutions. The SG agreed to this.
9.2. Communications Programme 
Document ECC SG(12)023 set out the background and progress to date of the ECC's communications program. This included a review of the outcomes of the work to the extent this can be measured. The document also made proposals to consolidate and develop the programme.
The development would focus particularly on developing relationships with specific media outlets, and making a more organised approach to the planning of News Releases and active participation in conferences. The SG noted the information, and endorsed the Office’s proposals for further development. 
Part of the discussion focused on the management of speaking engagements by ECC and ECO representatives. There would be value in a stronger coordination of content within the SG. The SG agreed that when a presentation is made with the ECC template and logo, it should generally only follow presentations of the ECC's work, with only the agreed positions being put forward as an opinion. Of course, speakers have greater freedom of expression in the verbal elements of their presentations, provided they distinguish between what is an agreed ECC position and what is purely their own opinion. It is important to be clear about the context under which one is invited to speak, or under which one seeks an invitation.
In the case of ECO staff making presentations on just behalf of the ECO, it is nevertheless advisable to consult with one or more relevant ECC-group chairman in preparing a presentation. Where a presentation is made by ECO on the behalf of the ECC, then the nature of the consultation should be more thorough and integrated into the planning stages.
9.3. ECC Newsletter
The SG agreed the Director’s proposal for the next edition of the Newsletter (Annex 1 to ECC SG(12)023).
9.4. Update of the ECC – ETSI process document 
The Office’s proposed editorial revisions were agreed, but with some caveats. ECO would therefore submit it to the following week’s coordination meeting with ETSI. Some delegates to the SG voiced caution about whether all of the modifications would be regarded by all readers as purely factual and editorial, notably where the text appears to add detail. It was important to avoid reopening the lengthy process of review, and there was no underlying reason to spend significant effort on this. Therefore in any case of uncertainty or discussion, it would be better to revert to the existing text.
9.5. Permanent chat/messaging system for ECC 
The SG agreed that it would be useful to set up a permanent system based on the one already used at major conferences such as WRC–12. The SG considered that the main benefit would be that delegates to the major conferences (e.g. WRC and WCIT) will already be familiar with the system at the start of the conference, instead of having problems due to a lack of familiarity (which had been the case for some delegates at WRC–12 ). 
Although the SG agreed that the facility could be useful at ITU-R, ITU-T, and JTG etc. study group meetings they did not see a strong urgency to set up a permanent system. Equally there was no reason to delay it. They agreed with the Office’s assumption that to provide facilities for administrations whose own IT policies restricted the use of normal commercial systems (e.g. Skype and MSN) was not a good reason to invest in setting up a permanent CEPT system.

A feature of any new system which would be highly desirable, and part of its justification, would be to make easy the establishment of small ad hoc groups within the messaging system (selective chat); at present this was a lengthy process to set up
9.6. ECC Deliverables and Implementation
In introducing Doc. ECC SG (12)019, the Director highlighted some of the inadequacies of the information presently presented on the website about the implementation of ECC Decisions and Recommendations.
In the specific case of developing amended Decisions, the SG agreed that the process should routinely include a considered and explicit advice to the Office about whether or not to reset the implementation status to zero.
After some discussion, the SG agreed that the Office should bring forward a paper to the March 2013 Plenary with proposals for some changes to the existing procedures. The new procedure would use more detailed research by the Office, notably questions to administrations several times a year in relation to specific deliverables, as well as using information given by administrations in the EFIS system. The Office would once per year summarise its recorded implementation status for each Decision, offering the opportunity to the administrations to make provisions as appropriate. This process would replace the present ‘zero-based, bottom-up’ annual cycle conducted in the summer. The Office proposals would also recommend to discontinue the practice of displaying the implementation status of ECC Recommendations.
9.7. Other matters
· The Office would send a document to Plenary about ADCO activity, based on the papers already sent to WG SE and WG FM.

· The SG endorsed a suggestion from the Office to set up a webpage where national administrations could include links to their website presentations of national stakeholder seminars and workshops.
· The ECC PT1 /CPG PTD informed the SG about the co-location of the previous ECC PT1 and CPG PTD plenary meeting and its intention to follow the same approach in the future. The SG confirmed that this approach leaves sufficient flexibility where appropriate.
10. Future Meeting Dates

The Steering group agreed on the following dates and venues for the upcoming meetings:

13.02.2013
[TBD] 
04.06.2013
[TBD]
08.10.2013
[TBD] 
2013 Dates for ECC 
03 - 08.03.2013 (SK) 
02 - 05.07.2013 (F)
03 - 08.11.2013 (D)
The secretary informed that the last meeting in 2013 will be hosted by Germany in Berlin. Related information will follow mid-year 2013.
11. Any other business
None
12. Closure of the meeting

The chairman closed with grateful thanks for the good cooperation of the participants and closed the meeting.
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