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	ECC is invited to note the report


	Background: 

	


1  RSPG:

During the RSPG #33 plenary meeting on 19 February 2014 the RSPG adopted the Work Programme “2014 and beyond” following a public consultation that closed on 6 January 2014. The final WP and the replies to the consultation have been published on http://rspg-spectrum.eu. The RSPG improved its Work programme “2014 and beyond” following the public input received. 

The RSPG agreed to develop:

· An Opinion on “A long-term strategy on the future of the UHF band in EU”  (Final Opinion February 2015)

· Report(s) on “Efficient awards and use of spectrum in harmonised ECS bands” (Final Report November 2015). Cooperation with BEREC is foreseen with a common workshop.

· An Opinion on “the update of RSPP”. This activity will be launched at the end of 2014.

· A draft for an additional Work Item on “Wireless Backhaul including small cell issues” to be confirmed at the next plenary meeting.

Furthermore the RSPG confirmed the “WRC-15 preparation (common policy objectives for WRC-15)“ and the need to maintain as a permanent activity the “Good Offices” to assist in bilateral negotiations between EU Member States.

The group launched two new working groups on the future of the UHF band and efficient awards and use of spectrum. In line with the work items defined in the work programme and taking into account comments from Member States, the Commission has issued a Request for Opinion and a Request for Report with regard to the work items on the future of the UHF band and efficient awards and use of spectrum, respectively. These documents are setting out the more detailed scope of the activities.

Finally, the RSPG confirmed its intention to organise a consultation meeting with the Defence sector (planned for 11 June 2014). 

The date of the next plenary meeting RSPG #34 has been shifted to 12 June 2014.

Related information is available on the RSPG website (www.rspg-spectrum.eu).
2  RSC

MCA – following a positive opinion of the RSCOM, the Commission adopted, on 12 November, a Decision amending Decision 2008/294/EC on MCA (2013/654/EU).

SRD – the 5th update of the Commission Decision on SRD was adopted by the Commission following a positive opinion of the RSC (2013/752/EU)

The next RSC meeting will take place next week (19-20 March). The meeting is expected to vote on the revised Commission Decision on harmonisation of the 3.4-3.8 GHz band, in line with the work done by CEPT. Furthermore, a vote is expected on two new Mandates to CEPT related to the frequency bands 2.3 GHz and 1.5 GHz, respectively. The launch of these mandates takes into account the work conducted in the context of the inventory, including the RSPG Opinion on wireless broadband which recommends the Commission to consider these bands for the adoption of complementary measures. Other important discussion will take place in terms of guidance to CEPT regarding SRDs, draft elements for a decision on wireless microphones and the spectrum inventory.
The following dates are proposed for meetings of the RSC in 2015, subject to further refinement and adoption at the RSC#48 meeting in July 2014 at the latest:

RSC#51: 18-19 March 2015

RSC#52: 8-9 July 2015

RSC#53: 7-8 October 2015 

RSC#54: 9-10 December 2015
3.  Other Commission activities

High Level Group on the future use of the UHF band (470-790 MHz) 

A High-Level Group on the future use of the UHF band (470-790 MHz) chaired by Mr Pascal Lamy was convened by the Vice-President of the Commission Neelie Kroes and has met twice. The Group is composed of top executives from Europe's broadcasters, broadcast network operators, mobile operators as well as relevant associations, including consumers and the PMSE sector. The Group has been given six months to give a strategic advice to the European Commission in the form of a report covering elements and challenges related to: (i) the terrestrial delivery of both audiovisual and data services, including the potential of broadcast-broadband convergence, (ii) business and cost implications for potential and incumbent users as well as end users, and (iii) impact on spectrum use in the UHF spectrum band, including the 700 MHz band. This work is planned to feed into the RSPG work on the same subject.
Workshop on PMSE

The final PMSE stakeholders' workshop was held in Brussels on 18 February 2014. The attendants were representatives of broadcasting and live performances (Pearle), manufactures of wireless microphones and users (APWPT), the mobile industry and its representative organisations (GSMA) and national authorities of some Members States. During the event, the JRC presented the outcomes of the LTE-PMSE coexistence tests performed in Ispra on 13-15 November 2013. Notwithstanding the technical feasibility of redirecting traffic using picocells to reduce the risk of harmful interference on wireless audio PMSE equipment, it was noted that the concept needs to be developed further in terms of practical implementation and cost related questions.

Ofcom UK presented the results of its experiences in the field of spectrum use by PMSE applications and shared its views on the potential impact of the 700 MHz band release. Finally, the Commission services presented some preliminary elements of a draft Commission Decision on the harmonisation of technical conditions for radio spectrum use by wireless audio PMSE equipment. Participants were invited to provide comments in writing.
Ongoing Studies

Launch of the study "Challenges and opportunities of broadcast-broadband convergence and its impact on spectrum and network use" (SMART 2013/0014): The study team is composed of consultants from Plum (leader) and Farncombe. The goal of the Study is to explore future developments of the delivery of audio-visual (media) and internet (or data) services and the related implications for the evolution of terrestrial wireless access networks (platforms), related business models and spectrum management, in particular in the frequency range below 1 GHz. The study should take particular account of the competing demand for sub-1GHz spectrum by DTT and WBB, which has last resulted in the co-primary allocation of the 700 MHz band in the EU also to the mobile service at WRC-12. The study team will organise three public workshops, the first of which will take place in Brussels on 27 March. RSC members and observers have been invited to attend this workshop. The final study report should be available in December 2014. The study team will organise a first public workshop on 27 March 2014 in Brussels, in order to present and discuss with stakeholders preliminary findings on how consumption of audio-visual services might change in the future and how broadcast platforms and broadband platforms might contribute to the delivery of these services as well as on the potential of broadcast platforms to provide internet (data) services. Further two workshops are planned in July and November 2014.

.                                                                                                                                            
Launch of the study "Use of commercial mobile networks and equipment for mission-critical high-speed broadband communications in specific sectors" (SMART 2013/0016): The contract was awarded to SCF Associates Ltd and the Study was launched in January 2014. The objective of the Study is to determine whether use of commercial mobile networks and equipment for ‘mission-critical’ high-speed broadband communications in the following sectors is viable: for Public Protection and Disaster Relief (PPDR) services, utilities and intelligent transport safety and management services (ITS). A stakeholder workshop is planned in Brussels on 30th April (subject to final confirmation). RSC members and observers will be invited to attend this workshop. The final study report should be available in October 2014.

Calls for Tender for 2 Studies 

The Commission is planning to launch  in the first half of 2014 the selection procedure for awarding the contracts to conduct the following Studies: i) The socio-economic benefits of network sharing (SMART 2014/0024) and ii) Research of the market with spectrum-dependent ICT equipment operating in unlicensed frequency bands (SMART 2014/0012).
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