STG(14)27 Annex 2
Advertising the participation of administrations in STG

At the last WGSE (WGSE #66), it was recognised that the low participation of administrations in STG was not adequate to the demand it requires to maintain SEAMCAT as strategic tool to the CEPT. This document’s purpose is to inform administrations what is required from a STG member, so to eventually promote further participations in STG. 

The terms of reference of STG are as follows:
· Provide technical support and development of SEAMCAT, including supporting user manuals; 

· Liaise/contribute with all relevant groups within the ECC to respond to their SEAMCAT needs; 

· Prepare the promotion of the SEAMCAT tool within and outside the CEPT.
This document describes what is being done in STG and what the requirements to attend STG are.
· STG is responsible for the maintenance and further development of the SEAMCAT tool.

· STG evaluates and discusses proposals and contributions for changes, extensions and bug fixes from the radio technical and simulation point of view.
· STG decides, on the priority of the activities, review proposals as well as the online manual.
· STG works on the bug fixes

· STG works on new functionality or the change of a function within SEAMCAT

· STG provides guidance for the use of SEAMCAT and it algorithms

· STG decides on the release of new official versions of SEAMCAT

· STG elaborates the yearly budget
1) Explain what is being done in STG  

a) STG is responsible for the maintenance and further development of the SEAMCAT tool:

STG control the development work done by the ECO. The coding is managed by the ECO, i.e. ECO subcontracts IT companies for the development of the program code.
b) STG evaluates and discusses proposals and contributions for changes, extensions and bug fixes from the radio technical and simulation point of view:

When agreed by STG, a bug to be fixed, a proposal for a new feature or the change of functionalities within SEAMCAT will be logged into tickets. At each meeting, STG gets from the STG Chairman (ECO) an overview of the tickets which are opened. 
c) STG decides, on the priority of the activities (i.e. tickets) and review proposals as well as the online manual: 
BETA versions of SEAMCAT should be used by STG members in their work and preferable not for official studies; this allows to find bugs and unexpected effects within SEAMCAT to be reported before any official release. The discussion of the scenarios is done in the WGs and PTs and not in STG.

d) STG works on bug fixes: 

STG has to agree with the fixes, provide radio spectrum expertise. For some of the fixes STG has to consider the impact of the fix, in terms of side effects or e.g. to propose a better equation for the problem.  

e) Work on new functionality or the change of a function within SEAMCAT:

If a new or a changed functionality of SEAMCAT is requested, the proposal has to clearly describe what is the current behaviour and what is the expected behaviour of SEAMCAT. STG consider them, in terms of the expected complexity, cost and decides on the priority. Additional requirements shall be discussed. For example, with respect to the graphical user interface (GUI) “friendliness” of SEAMCAT, if there is a need for a new or changed GUI, what are the steps the user would have to do to setup his scenario? Does the user gets enough information from the GUI to use a specific function/feature. 

If an actual function should be changed, STG has to decide whether and how existent workspaces can migrate to the changed version. STG ensure backward compatibility of the tool.
STG makes sure that the specifications for any changes to the code is of a sufficient quality in order to optimize the cost of implementation made by the developer.

If the implementation is done the online manual has to be updated, by STG.

f) STG provides guidance for the use of SEAMCAT and it algorithms:
If STG was asked, how a scenario could be simulated with SEAMCAT, STG provides guidance on the usage of the functionalities on SEAMCAT. STG also provide clarification or description of the algorithms implemented.
g) STG decides on the release of new official versions of SEAMCAT:
STG members approve the release of the any official versions. The ECO does not release any official version unless has the agreement from the administrations attending STG. 
h) STG elaborates the yearly budget: 

STG in cooperation with ECO, discuss the priority of the tickets and decides on the tasks that are to be performed in the coming year.

STG is actively involved in the planning of the activities and what is to be added to new releases.

This planning is to be endorsed by WGSE. The yearly budget is then set by the ECO for approval by the ECO council.

2) what are the requirements to attend STG 

A work experience with SEAMCAT is welcome, e.g. using it for studies within the various project teams. Knowledge of Monte Carlo simulations as well as radio technology is required. In addition, experience in developing software technical specifications is appreciated.
STG members should have some time allocated to test BETA versions of SEAMCAT.

STG members would preferably have interest on programming in order to read some of the contributions and to be able to assist the community to developing their own Propagation model or Event Processing Plugin.   
