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	Summary: 
This contribution aims to emphasise the necessity of providing a "standardised" access to external data in case the further development of SEAMCAT wanted to allow a heavy usage of data which in particular might change independent of the implemented source code. One prominent use case was the recommendation ITU-R P.452 applying terrain elevation data for the path profiles. 


	Proposal: 
STG to set up a "task force" e.g. as new topic on the forum, targeted to 
· check out possible use cases
· determine which sort of data sets are required, e.g. large tables of ITU-R recommendations, terrain elevation data etc.
· derive an interface for the data access
· derive a maintenance plan (probably in the responsibility of ECO)

It might be advisable to take the developer at an early stage on board in order to prevent unfeasible proposals.


	Background: 
see the discussion on the attached Annex to this contribution
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