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	Summary: 

	Decision to establish the Correspondence Group for WTPF-26

	Proposal:

	To establish a correspondence group to prepare and discuss CEPT positions for WTPF-26 and to develop contributions in line with these positions to be submitted to ITU IEG WTPF-26.

	Background:

	The World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF) 2026 is an international event organized by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) to discuss and formulate policies on key telecommunication and ICT issues. The theme for WTPF-26 is "Accelerating an Inclusive, Sustainable, Resilient, and Innovative Digital Future".

Key Topics to be Discussed
1. Bridging Digital Divides: Addressing disparities in access to digital technologies, focusing on gender, age, skills, and connectivity.
1. Green Digital Transformation: Exploring the role of ICTs in combating climate change and promoting environmental sustainability.
1. Resilience of Telecommunication/ICTs: Enhancing the robustness and reliability of telecommunication infrastructures.
1. Space Connectivity: Discussing the expansion and regulation of satellite-based communication systems.
1. Strengthening ICT-Centric Innovation Ecosystems and Entrepreneurship: Fostering innovation and supporting entrepreneurial ventures in the ICT sector.

Preparation by the Informal Expert Group (IEG-WTPF-26)
The Informal Expert Group (IEG-WTPF-26) has been established to assist in the preparation of the Secretary-General's report for the forum. This group comprises experts nominated by ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates, and Academia. Their role is to ensure a comprehensive and balanced report that reflects diverse perspectives and expertise. 
CEPT is represented as IEG WTPF-26 Vice Chair for the sub theme “Strengthening ICT-Centric Innovation Ecosystems and Entrepreneurship: Fostering innovation and supporting entrepreneurial ventures in the ICT sector”.
The timetable for the development of the report of the Secretary-General to WTPF including the text of the possible draft Opinions as an Annex is listed in Annex 1.

Importance for CEPT Member States
The CEPT should develop own positions for several reasons:
1. WTPF-26 and PP-26: The WTPF represents a crucial opportunity to discuss ICT policy issues at a global level, and its proximity to the Plenipotentiary Conference 2026 (PP-26) positions it as a key forum for shaping the agenda and influencing discussions on important and sensitive topics that will be addressed at PP-26. The WTPF's role as a precursor to PP-26 is significant because:
0. It will cover a broad range of policy areas, including bridging digital divides, green digital transformation, ICT resilience, space connectivity, and strengthening ICT-centric innovation ecosystems.
0. The opinions produced at WTPF-26 can serve as informal reference documents for ITU member states, indicating potential compromises for PP-26 on contentious issues.
1. Influence and Representation: By forming a unified stance, CEPT Member States can exert greater influence on the global stage, ensuring that European interests and priorities are well-represented in the final outcomes of WTPF-26. The establishment of a CEPT CG allows for efficient burden-sharing amongst administrations in the preparation of coordinated European positions for the WTPF. This enables administrations to actively participate in the preparatory process, contributing to a strong and unified European voice by multi-country contributions.
1. Policy Alignment: Developing common positions helps align international and multilateral policy discussions at the WTPF with existing national and European frameworks.
· Economic and Technological Benefits: A coordinated approach can contribute to creating a conducive international policy ecosystem that supports European industrial objectives.



Timetable for the elaboration of the ITU Secretary-General’s Report
	5 August 2024
	A First Draft outline of the Report by the Secretary-General shall be posted online for comments

	26 August 2024
	Deadline for receipt of comments on the First Draft, and for contribution on outlines for possible draft opinions
Deadline for nominations for a balanced group of experts to advise the Secretary-General on further elaboration of the report and of draft opinions associated with it

	1st IEG Meeting (7-8 October 2024 during the CWG cluster)
	First meeting of the group of experts to discuss the First Draft of the report by the Secretary-General and the comments received

	18 November 2024
	The Second Draft of the report by the Secretary-General will be posted online, incorporating discussions from the 1st IEG meeting and including outlines of draft Opinions
This draft will also be made available online for open public consultations

	13 January 2024
	Deadline for receipt of comments on the Second Draft and for contribution on possible draft Opinions
Deadline for inputs from the open public consultations

	2nd IEG Meeting (February 2025 during the CWG cluster)
	Second meeting of the group of experts to discuss the Second Draft of the report by the Secretary-General as well as the possible draft Opinions and the comments received, including from the open public consultation

	31 March 2025
	The Third Draft of the report by the Secretary-General will be posted online, incorporating discussions from the 2nd IEG meeting, and including the text of the possible draft Opinions as an Annex
This draft will also be made available online for open public consultations.

	16 June 2025
	Deadline for receipt of comments on the Third Draft, including the possible draft Opinions
Deadline for receipt of comments from the open public consultation

	3rd IEG Meeting (September 2025 during the CWG cluster)
	Third meeting of the group of experts to discuss the Third Draft of the report by the Secretary-General as well as the draft Opinions and the comments received, including from the open public consultation

	3 November 2025
	The Fourth Draft of the report by the Secretary-General will be posted online, incorporating discussions from the 3rd IEG meeting and including the draft Opinions as an Annex

	19 December 2025
	Deadline for receipt of comments on the Fourth Draft, including the text of the draft Opinions

	4th IEG Virtual Meeting (February 2026 during the CWG cluster)
	Fourth meeting of the group of experts to finalize the Draft Report by the Secretary-General, including the final text of the draft Opinions to be submitted to the seventh WTPF

	13 April 2026
	The final report of the Secretary-General to WTPF will be posted online, including the draft Opinions

	First half of 2026
	Seventh World Telecommunication/Information and Communication Technology Policy Forum


Source: ITU Council Decision 641, timetable updated and agreed at IEG WTPF-26 meeting 7-8 October 2024 in Geneva.
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