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	Summary: 

	This document provides an overview of the European Communications Office (ECO) activities supporting the ECC.
It contains up-to-date information on:
ECO tools – EFIS, DocDB and SEAMCAT; 
Development of the CEPT portal, the ECC website and electronic working arrangements;
CEPT Workshops;
ECO activities supporting ECC in cooperation with other organisations;
ECC Newsletters;
ECC templates.

	Proposal:

	The ECC is invited to note the latest news related to the ECO in support of ECC activities.

	Background:

	ECO is the CEPT’s permanent office and provides support and contributions to the ECC family.
ECO develops and maintains the ECO Documentation Database, EFIS, SEAMCAT, Work Programme Database, CEPT Portal, etc.
ECO is also engaged in the preparation of workshops and cooperation with other organisations.
Guidelines regarding areas of ECO support to ECC are contained in the ECC strategic plan.

	





1 ECO TOOLS
1.1 EFIS AND DOCDB
EFIS is the tool to fulfil EC Decision 2007/344/EC on the harmonised availability of information regarding spectrum use in Europe and the ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(01)03 on EFIS. 
With EFIS, users can search for and compare spectrum use across Europe as well as related information such as CEPT activities, radio interface specifications and other national or international regulations. EFIS allows searching for documents for a frequency table or for a specific type of documents and the search can be narrowed by entering a frequency band, selecting an application or a type of document in EFIS.
ECC is invited to consider the information in EFIS to obtain an up-to-date overview of the spectrum usage in Europe. 
ECO Report 03 provides information on the licensing of mobile bands in CEPT within EFIS. The information is considered up-to-date in the majority of cases - 23 administrations updated information most recently in 2023, and a further 14 between 2020-2022, however it is noted there is still some outdated data for other countries – 6 administrations have not updated their data since 2017 or earlier.
Administrations with recently concluded assignments in mobile bands (e.g. 5G auction outcomes) are requested to update their national information within EFIS in order to ensure the overall picture for CEPT is correct.
ECO Report 04 on “Fixed Service in Europe – Implementation Status” contains national implementation information for the FS channel arrangements covered by ECC/ERC Recommendations as well as any related national restrictions. Administrations are invited to update their related national information through EFIS.
The ECO Documentation Database (DocDB) provides an easily accessible library of ECC deliverables (Decisions, Recommendations and Reports) in the field of radio spectrum, numbering and networks regulation. Related documents, including relevant EC legal acts and ETSI technical standards are also provided for information, where applicable. 
Please note that in order to ensure the security of national data held in the EFIS and DocDB databases, there is a 2-stage log-in for administrations. ECO routinely requests administrations to provide National Implementation Information of ECC/ERC Decisions and Recommendations, in both the EFIS and DocDB. 
New EFIS tool on implementation of satellite Decisions
A new EFIS tool to provide detailed information on implementation of ECC Decisions related to satellite is about to go live. The specification has been agreed within FM44 and some administrations are currently testing the functionality with regards to ECC Decision (13)01. 
This new tool will enable administrations, via dedicated satellite accounts, to upload details of the specific frequencies and associated conditions for relevant ECC Decisions implemented within their territories, with more details than available through DocDB. This will provide satellite operators with a better overview of the available frequencies and licensing procedures within each administration. 
1.2 SEAMCAT
SEAMCAT is an open source and free-of-charge software tool, based on the Monte Carlo simulation method, developed within CEPT and maintained by ECO. The tool allows statistical modelling of different radio interference scenarios for performing sharing and coexistence studies between wireless systems. SEAMCAT is distributed with a predefined set of libraries that are at the user´s disposal but allows the user to build customised libraries. The tool is not designed as a black box and users can design, adapt, exchange system and simulation parameters, as well as to see intermediate results of calculations and export results.
SEAMCAT v5.5.0 was released on 24 November 2023 and is available for download at the SEAMCAT webpage. The major new features in this release include:
· Ability to extract terrain profiles from various digital terrain data formats and integrate them into simulations, tools and plugins;
· Updates to nine propagation models and the ability to enable multiple propagation models per link;
· New beamforming antenna models;
· Functionality to import antenna patterns from external libraries;
· Calculation of receiver intermodulation;
· Extension of workspace settings;
· New and updated tools and event processing plugins

See the release note for full details. The new terrain implementation is also described in an ECC newsletter article from May 2023.

To enhance the visibility and use of SEAMCAT the ECO is working on an easier procedure to download the source code by interested parties while maintaining the integrity and safeguarding the rights and obligations connected to it. It was recognised that the current way of requiring a formal signature provides for an unnecessary administrative obstacle in some companies and administrations.
ECC members are invited to consider using SEAMCAT in spectrum sharing and compatibility studies.
See the information in section 3.1 below on upcoming SEAMCAT workshops. 
2 CEPT WEB PORTAL AND ELECTRONIC WORKING ARRANGEMENTS
2.1 [bookmark: _Ref156387307]NEW CEPT PORTAL – UPDATE
The “New Portal” project is on track, and changes will be released periodically according to the project plan. 
Release 1 went online in July 2023. This release focused mainly on the server setup and the group settings. This release also resulted in an overall speed increase when browsing the portal, due to the upgrade in the rendering engine of the site.
Release 2 (October 2023) focused on the user profile settings and functions (login, forgot password etc.). Most of the work was done seamlessly with the intent to maintain as much as possible the current user interface, to avoid any disruption in user workflow. 
More recently, in December 2023 release 3 was launched, for which the most significant change concerns the meeting document upload form. 
2.2 COORDINATION TOOLS – CHAT SYSTEM
ECO has developed electronic tools to support CEPT coordination at ITU conferences and major events. The chat system is also being used for CEPT coordination during ITU-R Working Parties. The tool was extensively used at the WRC-23 (20 November – 15 December 2023, Dubai (UAE)) as well as at the RA-23 and CPM27-1 which preceded and followed the Conference.
The chat is also available and used as a complementary tool for internal use during meetings of ECC groups
2.3 MEETING REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
In 2022 the ECO updated the meeting registration procedure for meetings in CEPT. The new system records the categories of participation in more detail in line with the ECC Rules of Procedure and Working Methods. The procedure for registration to hybrid meetings has also been simplified.
Please see the online guidance for a full explanation of the new process. In particular please note that registration of delegates representing non-LoU partner organisations or companies who are not full ETSI members requires approval from the chair.
Please note that some meetings have a maximum number of physical attendees (usually indicated in the meeting invitation), and therefore participants are reminded to register in good time to ensure a place, and also to update/cancel their registration if plans change so that places can be re-allocated accordingly. Cancellation of registration can be done directly on the relevant meeting page or via My Meetings. Please contact helpdesk@eco.cept.org to switch from physical to virtual attendance.
2.4 ELECTRONIC WORKING ARRANGEMENTS
ECO continues to host hybrid meetings at its premises in Copenhagen as well as providing support to administrations and organisations hosting hybrid meetings in other venues.
The ECO has introduced the MeetingHub tool to complement the existing GoToMeeting tool both for virtual and hybrid meetings. It provides a common environment which enables and facilitates the interaction and cooperation of the physical and remote attendance in hybrid meetings. The MeetingHub improves some features related to the management of meetings and aims at providing better overall user experience and control over access to online meetings, by improving some features such as the raise hand functionality, chat and a more secure access to virtual meetings. 
The most recent version provides a one-window setup which combines in a single window both the MeetingHub and the GoToMeeting applications. It also introduces new functionalities that allows opening break-out sessions when parallel sessions take place simultaneously in the same meeting.
Please refer to the user documentation for full details.
Feedback on the MeetingHub tool is welcome, please contact helpdesk@eco.cept.org. 
3 CEPT WORKSHOPS
Information on CEPT workshops is available here.
3.1 [bookmark: _Ref155876011]RECENT WORKSHOPS
6G workshop - Copenhagen 29-30 June 2023 
The ECO organised a CEPT workshop on 6G in Copenhagen on 29-30 June.
The workshop brought together 120 participants in Copenhagen with many more following online, to explore various areas of 6G including the current status of work, the key drivers, technology and applications, the possible usage scenarios cases and the resulting spectrum requirements.
The presentations from the event can be downloaded from the workshop webpage. 
A summary of the workshop was provided in the August edition of the ECC newsletter.
SEAMCAT workshop for beginners – 19-20 February
The ECO have organised a SEAMCAT workshop for beginners on 19-20 February 2024. The beginner’s workshop was aimed at engineers familiar with radio technology who need to undertake sharing and compatibility studies, and who have not used the tool before or have only basic familiarity. The workshop introduced the main concepts of the tool and the individual modules with examples on how to use them with reference to typical compatibility scenarios. By the end of the workshop participants was able to successfully set up and run a simulation scenario from scratch, and to understand and analyse the results.
The workshop, held in a hybrid format, was attended by record number of 161 participants from CEPT administrations, administrations from other regions, ETSI members, equipment producers, operators, research institutions and other organisations. 
The workshop was well received and feedback from the workshop participants is very positive. Suggestions were received for organisation of future events and SEAMCAT software improvements in next releases.  The material from this workshop including exercises, examples and workspaces are available on the SEAMCAT Technical Group documentation area.
Planned workshops
SEAMCAT workshops for advanced users – 18-19 March 
ECO is planning SEAMCAT workshops for both beginners and intermediate/advanced users in early 2024. Registration is available at the following links:
· Advanced workshop – 18-19 March
The workshop is planned for a 2-day format with physical participation at the ECO’s premises in Copenhagen as well as the option to follow online. Participants are encouraged to attend in person if possible to gain the full benefits of the workshop including the opportunity for interactive training. 
The advanced workshop is for those who have either completed the beginner’s workshop or who have an experience with the tool through regular use in sharing and compatibility studies. Experience with computer programming and some knowledge of the Java language would be beneficial. The workshop will take a more in-depth look at specific modules using worked examples - in particular the new terrain features and some other in-depth functionalities. The concept of user-defined plugins will be explored, with information on how to develop functionalities and test them. Upcoming features for future releases will also be explored. 
Workshop on Spoofing
The ECO is planning to hold a CEPT public workshop in Copenhagen, Denmark in late June/early July this year (exact dates TBD) to address telecoms fraud and issues of trust in numbering, CLI and SMS Sender ID spoofing, and combating scam calls and texts. 

4 ECO SUPPORT AT THE 2023 WORLD RADIOCOMMUNICATION CONFERENCE
The ECO supported CEPT during WRC-23, (20 November – 15 December 2023, Dubai (UAE)) and also at the 2023 Radiocommunication Assembly (RA-23) and the First Conference Preparatory Meeting for WRC-27 (CPM27-1), which preceded and followed the Conference. Two experts attended WRC-23 for the whole duration and remote assistance was provided during RA-23 and CPM27-1. Remote support on the ECO tools and IT matters was also provided to the CEPT delegates during the events.
Dedicated groups for CEPT delegates were provided on the website and the chat system.
Assistance was provided to the Coordination team in developing and promoting the CEPT negotiation strategy during the Conference, in particular in relation to the CEPT coordination meetings and the Heads of Delegations meetings. Support to national delegations was also provided where requested.
The ECO supported the activity of the Network of Women for WRC-23, including the organisation of two “Open House” informal events, where female and male delegates both from CEPT and other regions were welcomed to meet, exchange views and connect. Information on the CEPT NOW activities was also shared. As part of the NOW4WRC23 coordination team, the ECO also joined the call from ITU-R to define the goals of the continuation of the initiative towards WRC-27 (see section 5.4). 
The ECO acted as the focal point between CEPT and other Regional Organisations. Contacts with the ITU-R and BR were maintained to provide WRC-23 with the European Common Proposals and to take care of practical matters as appropriate. 
The ECO published news and updates on the website and social media (see section 6.2), to provide continuous information on the developments and results during WRC-23. CEPT weekly reports were prepared and released every Friday on the progress achieved in the course of each of the four weeks of the Conference. These reports were compiled and edited by the ECO with inputs from the CEPT coordinators for each agenda item/issue.
5 ECO SUPPORT FOR CEPT COOPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS
5.1 REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS OUTSIDE CEPT
As the CEPT Secretariat, the ECO acts as a permanent focal point with other Regional Telecommunication Organisations recognised by the ITU. ECO is the point of contact in the course of preparations for the main ITU conferences, including WRCs.
The Office develops ECO Bulletins, which highlight activities in the area of electronic communications in regions outside of Europe. This further informs the ECC’s work by examining and comparing the policy approaches taken in other regions of the world in response to legislation, new technology and market developments and to help identify issues that could potentially be addressed in Europe in the near future. ECO Bulletins are submitted to the ECC Plenary Meetings and then disseminated to the subordinate groups. The latest version from July 2023 is available.
5.2 COOPERATION WITH ETSI
The process for cooperation between ECC and ETSI is outlined in the MoU between both organisations as revised in 2016 and is further described here. 
ECO provides support this cooperation with a range of initiatives as described on the ECC-ETSI page of the website.
In addition to the regular cooperation activities (e.g. improvement of the cross-references and synergy between respective databases), ECO provides a SRDoc mapping spreadsheet (latest version: March 2023) which is updated on a regular basis to reflect the evolutions in the ECC and ETSI work programmes.
5.3 COOPERATION WITH ACADEMIA AND RESEARCH PROGRAMS
ECO continues its collaboration with universities and relevant scientific institutes willing to do research on spectrum issues. Specific initiatives for 2024 will be announced soon.
5.4 [bookmark: _Ref156387251]NETWORK OF WOMEN FOR WRC-27
During WRC-23 the continuation of the Network of Women for World Radiocommunication Conference 2027 (NOW4WRC27) was launched by the ITU. The initiative aims to encourage and empower more women to participate actively at the next Conference (WRC-27). Regional Groups, including CEPT, will be asked to nominate or re-nominate their co-chairs.
In CEPT, the Conference Preparatory Group already endorsed in May last year the continuation of the NOW initiative for the WRC-27 study cycle. ECO will continue to assist the NOW4WRC27 actions that are being developed within CEPT. 
Details on the work and achievements in the preparation and during the WRC-23 are available on the ECC webpage on the NOW4WRC23 initiative 
5.4.1 The Mentoring Program
In September 2021 the CEPT Network of Women for WRC-23 (NOW4WRC23) launched its Mentoring Program for women newcomers, who participate in the CEPT preparatory process towards the WRC-23. The Program intended to promote gender equality, equity and parity in CEPT, providing the development and sharing of knowledge and experience. Female newcomers were matched with experienced delegates without regards to gender. After one month for submitting applications, Mentor and Mentee pairs were formed and the activity started. A few applications were received after the deadline that could also be accommodated. 20 pairs are involved in the programme with 32 participants overall. The Program is now concluded but it is expected that it will be launched also within the WRC-27 preparatory cycle.
ECO supports the implementation of the CEPT Mentoring Program.  
6 ECC/ECO COMMUNICATIONS
6.1 ECC NEWSLETTERS
The latest edition of the ECC newsletter is published and focuses on the WRC-23, with articles on:
· A summary of the outcome of the Conference
· A review of the agenda for the WRC-27
· The Network of Women (NOW4WRC23) activities 
The previous edition was published in August and contains articles on:
· CEPT workshop unveils path to 6G advancements: a global endeavour towards extreme connectivity
· Fixed service in flux: enhancing spectrum efficiency and capacity for future networks
· Drones, rail and 5G technologies: how the 1900 MHz band is evolving
Older editions can be found at the newsletters page.

6.2 [bookmark: _Ref156386716]SOCIAL MEDIA
ECO has increased the CEPT and ECC presence on LinkedIn and X/Twitter. You can follow these pages to see updates from meetings, workshops, news, etc:
· ECC on LinkedIn
· ECO on LinkedIn
· ECC on X
6.3 ECO/ECC PRESENTATIONS
Copies of presentations made by ECO and ECC officials at conferences and workshops are available at the following pages:
· ECO presentations
· ECC presentations
7 DOCUMENT TEMPLATES
Templates for ECC deliverables as well as for contributions, liaison statements, new work items and public consultation responses are available here. Detailed guidelines for their use are provided within the templates.
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