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	Summary: 

	It is proposed to introduce a new resolution on International Telecommunications Union’s role in fostering telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation that accelerates digital transformation of society.

	Proposal: 

	Com-ITU is invited to discuss and comment this draft proposal (see Annex).















ITU’s role in fostering telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation that accelerates digital transformation of society
I	Introduction
The competitiveness of economies depends mainly on investments in innovation, which will become the driving force of technological and social changes. 
This has also proven to be true in case of Poland, as in the recent years Poland has been one of the fastest growing economies in Europe and since 1989 has more than doubled its gross domestic product. Thanks to the current entrepreneurial generation, over a period of almost 30 years of reforms, and almost 15 years in the European Union, Poland is considered to have entered its new golden age and, as the World Bank claims, “the country has not been as successful as today over the last 500 years”. 
That’s why innovation in Poland is now a key factor for the public and private sector. This is also reflected in our strategic approach. In 2013 Poland adopted an innovation and effective market strategy called ‘Dynamic Poland 2020’.In 2017, the Polish Government adopted a new Strategy for Responsible Development for the period up to 2020 (including the perspective up to 2030). It is an applicable and key document for Poland’s economic policy. Boosting innovativeness is among its main goals. The implementation of this Strategy will require estimated 350 billion Euro.
Establishing a separate Ministry responsible for digital affairs is a sign of the high level priority that is given to this field in Poland. With the aim of strengthening crosscutting impact of ICTs and ICT centric innovations on development, the Ministry is an active member of an Innovation Council, a governmental body aiming at creating a right environment for innovation to flourish. The body initiates action and suggests solutions which will actively support entrepreneurs in searching for new products and processes and consequently contribute to creating competitive advantages of our economy. 
The business climate in Poland, one of the key ingredients for increased competitiveness has significantly improved in recent years, Poland has moved from rank 72 to 27 in World Bank’s Doing Business report. One of the most innovative branches of the modern economy, the financial technology, so called, FinTech, in Central and Eastern Europe generates 2,2 billion Euro revenue annually, of which nearly 40% is allocated in the Polish market.
Innovation is also addressed in the UN environment on several occasions. Its importance is highlighted in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Within the SDG framework it is linked with infrastructure under SDG 9, where ITU has some special role to play. The G20 declaration proposes a new term “digital transformation”, which aims to underline how innovation can help to collectively address issues to make digitalization a global success and to ensure that everyone can benefit from the digital transformation.
Moreover the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2022 identifies innovation as a separate goal, setting concrete target to be achieved by the members. This document points to innovation in telecommunication/ICT as a support to the digital transformation of society, while on the other had drawing links to different objectives and outputs relevant to the new goal of innovation. Taking into account cross sectoral nature of digital innovation and diverse type of activities carried out by the Union based on the outcomes of conferences and assemblies, there is a need for a global resolution, to be used as a guiding tool for the Union, 
· helping to streamline ITU activities in field of telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation carried out by the Sectors and General Secretariat 
· avoiding duplication of any actions
· strengthening contribution of ITU to the UN system work on digital innovation while contributing to achievement of SDG9  
As far as financing is concerned, activities of the Union addressing digital innovation should be carried out within the framework of the financial plan. The focused approach of this resolution is to set a clear overview of diverse dimensions of actions carried out by the Union while ensuring efficiency in terms of use of resources available. 
II	Proposals
Create an instrument to manage avoiding duplication between ITU Secretary General, three Sectors and other UN agencies, which addresses telecommunication/ICT centric innovation.


















DRAFT NEW RESOLUTION (Dubai, 2018)
ITU’s role in fostering telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation that accelerates digital transformation of society

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Dubai, 2018),

Recalling

a) 	Resolution 11 (Rev.) on ITU Telecom Events; 
b)	Resolution 123 (Rev.) on bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries;
c)	Resolution 140 (Rev.) on ITU's role in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;
d) 	Resolution 191 (Rev.) on strategy for the coordination of efforts among three Sectors of the Union; 
e) 	Resolution 195 (Rev.) on implementation of Smart Africa Manifesto;  
f)	Resolution 198 (Rev.) on empowerment of youth through telecommunication/information and communication technology;
g)	Resolution 200 (Rev.) on the Connect 2020 Agenda on global telecommunication/ICT development,

recalling further

a)	the Geneva Declaration of Principles and the Geneva Plan of Action, adopted in 2003, the Tunis Commitment and the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, adopted in 2005, which were endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA);
b)	UNGA resolution A/70/1 on Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;
c)	UNGA resolution A/70/125 on the outcome document of the High-Level Meeting of UNGA on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of WSIS;
d)	UNGA Resolution 68/220, on science, technology and innovation for development;
	
taking into account 

that innovation is essential to strengthening ITU’s result based, people-centred and service oriented delivery
	
considering

a)	that ITU plays a fundamental role in providing global perspectives on the development of the information society; 
b)	that the strategic plan for the Union for 2020-2023 set out in Resolution 71 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of this conference identified innovation as one of five ITU goals aiming at enabling innovation in telecommunication/ICT in support of the digital transformation of society;
c) 	that Resolution 200 (Rev.) endorsed the Connect 2020 global communication/ICT goals and targets, including target on innovation, calling all countries to have policies/strategies fostering telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation by 2023;
d) 	that ITU promote innovation, entrepreneurship and skills development, in order to provide tools for self-empowerment of youth and their satisfactory participation in the digital economy and all aspects of society;

considering further 

the need to carefully deploy the Union's human and financial resources in a manner consistent with the priorities of the membership and cognizant of budgetary constraints, and the need to avoid duplication among the Bureaux and the General Secretariat; 

noting

a)	organization of dedicated annual events addressing innovation dynamics at the regional and international level, including Regional Innovation Forums, Transform Africa Summits, innovation track of WSIS Forum, TELECOM World, Artificial Intelligence Global Summit, Global ICT Capacity Building Symposium, Global Symposium for Regulators, etc. 
b) 	the new "Broadband targets for 2025", in particular goal on innovation, agreed by the Broadband Commission for Digital Development,

taking into account

a) the WTDC-17 Declaration which stated 
a. that innovation is essential in enabling infrastructure deployment and boosting the penetration of high-capacity, high-quality telecommunication/ICT infrastructure and services, especially for rural and remote areas; 
b. and that innovation should be integrated into national policies, initiatives and programmes, with cooperation and partnership between developing countries and between developed and developing countries to promote sustainable development and economic growth;
b) Resolution 30 (Rev. Buenos  Aires, 2017) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), on the role of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU‑D) in implementing the WSIS outcomes taking into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;
c) programmes, activities and regional activities established by WTDC‑17 with the objective of accelerating digital transformation and assisting countries in this area;
d) Resolution 44 (Rev. Hammamet, 2016), of the World Telecommunications Standardization Assembly, Bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries, calling ITU-T, in collaboration with other Sectors, especially the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D), shall develop a programme to:
a. assist developing countries in developing means to align their national industrial and innovation strategies towards the goal of achieving highest impact on their socio-economic ecosystems; 
b. Assist developing countries in developing strategies and methods that facilitate the process of linking innovation to the standardization process.

recognizing 

a) 	that the member states under UNGA Resolution 70/125 on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society
i) committed to continuing to identify and implementing best and emerging practices for the establishment and functioning of innovation frameworks for information and communications technologies;
ii) recommended that capacity development, including for innovation, be emphasized to empower local experts and local communities to benefit fully from and contribute to information and communications technology applications for development;
iii) encouraged Governments to create legal and regulatory frameworks conducive to increased investment and innovation.
b)	that the UNGA Resolution 70/1 on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has substantial implications on the activities of the ITU in particular calling for fostering innovation, thereby advancing implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 9;

resolves

1	that innovation is a key element in the transformation of the telecommunication/ICT environment, and in order to be successful in what it does, ITU must continuously contribute to shaping and adapting quickly to this rapidly changing telecommunication/ICT environment;
2	that ITU should play a leading role in driving digital transformation, through building ICT-centric innovation ecosystems; 
3	that ITU should continue responding to the global need to foster telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation that accelerates the digital transformation of society, thereby supporting implementation of the WSIS Action Lines and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
4. 	that, given the crucial role of telecommunications/ICTs in digital transformation and, in particular, in the advancement of the digital economy, ITU should enhance international cooperation on sharing best practice in digital transformation and the development of approaches, regulatory texts, standards and applications for the digital economy;
5.	to encourage youth to take advantage of ICT opportunities to advance their development and promote innovation and economic development at national and international level,
6. 	that ITU should avoid duplication of actions in field of innovation based on resolves of all conferences.
7	that ITU should continue to adapt itself, taking into account dynamics of telecommunication/ICT innovation and its potential to contribute significantly to accelerating digital transformation, which fosters sustainable growth of digital economy and contributes to achievement of SDGs;
8	that ITU should continue to coordinate with other UN agencies, on the scope of action and  activities related to ICT-centric innovation ecosystem and digital entrepreneurship in order to avoid duplication at the UN level;
9	that ITU should submit a progress report on the implementation of this resolution to the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in 2022,
instructs the Secretary-General
1	to support ITU's role in building ICT-centric innovation ecosystems worldwide, in particular in context of ITU Strategic Plan Goal 4 on Innovation and SDG9 of 2030 Agendas for Sustainable Development; 
2	to ensure that ITU activities related to building ICT-centric Innovation ecosystems are implemented in accordance with its mandate, within established policies and procedures, and within the allocated resources in the financial plan and biennial budget;
3	to ensure appropriate intersectoral coordination, in order to ensure coherence in action and reporting, as well as to avoid duplications in the implementation of this resolution;  
4	in close coordination with all Sectors, to ensure appropriate coordination with other UN agencies on the scope of action and  activities related to ICT-centric innovation ecosystem and digital entrepreneurship in order to avoid duplication at the UN level, while strengthening partnership building and implementation at the national and regional level, following delivering as one approach;
5	to highlight the work of ITU in field of fostering telecommunication/ICT innovation as contribution of ITU to the achievement of SDG9 at the level of UN High Level Political Forum and STI Forum, applying mechanisms established by UNGA Resolution A/70/1; 
6	to use, to the extent possible, the TELECOM World as global platform for discussion and sharing of best practices on telecommunication/ICT innovation; 
7	to continue to raise public awareness of the Union's mandate, role and activities in field of telecommunication/ICT innovation, while providing broader access to the Union's resources for all stakeholders, in particular those from other sectors than telecommunication/ICT; 
8	to provide annually to the ITU Council a comprehensive report detailing the activities, actions, and engagements that the Union is undertaking in response to this resolution;
9	to prepare and submit a progress report on the ITU activities related to this resolution to the next plenipotentiary conference in 2022;

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

1	to ensure effective mechanism for collection of information on policies/strategies fostering telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation across the world and report on annual basis on the status in context to the ITU Target 4.1;
2	to assist countries in their efforts of establishing and/or updating the policies/strategies fostering telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation and thereby accelerating digital transformation;
3	to identify best and emerging practices for the establishment and functioning of innovation frameworks for information and communications technologies;
4	to assist developing countries in developing means to align their national industrial and innovation strategies towards the goal of achieving highest impact on their socio-economic ecosystems;
5	in close collaboration with the Directors of the Radiocommunication Bureau and the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, to take account of the impact of ITU’s work related to digital transformation, which fosters sustainable growth of the digital economy and provide assistance to membership upon request;
6	to leverage the work in field of telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation under the Regional Initiatives, while building regional and global communities, using means of relevant existing forums, such as Regional Innovation Forums, that empowers national and regional stakeholders; 
7	to continue strengthening capacity of the ITU membership to integrate telecommunication/ICT innovation in national development agendas and to develop strategies to promote innovation initiatives, including through public, private and public-private partnerships.
8 	to provide assistance to the Smart Africa Initiative with the aim of strengthening countries capacities to integrate ICT innovation in their national sustainable development agendas; 
9 	to continue encouraging a culture of innovation in ITU-D; 

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 

1. 	to continue efforts on fostering innovation in standardization of the telecommunication/ICTs, while monitoring emerging technology trends that may impact future development of the telecommunication/ICT sector;
2. 	to coordinate and harmonize the programme of ITU-T workshops and seminars in order to optimize the participation of non ITU-T members involved with technological innovation  and technical change (e.g. academia, research organizations, and small and medium enterprises) in as many events as practicable;
3.	to continue studying emerging technologies and technological innovation driven by ICTs  from standardization perspective, such as focus groups; 
4.	to carry out the necessary studies on the role of innovation management and innovation stimulation programmes on bridging the standardization gap between the developed and developing countries;
5. 	to leverage existing ITU-D platforms, such as global innovation platform, in order to strengthen the involvement of developing countries in ITU-T standardization work;
6.	in collaboration with the other Sectors, especially the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D), as appropriate, to develop a programme to assist developing countries in developing strategies and methods that facilitate the process of linking innovations to the standardization process;

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

1. 	to continue the cooperation with BDT to promote further the use of all appropriate means of telecommunication/ICT to facilitate effective development and implementation of telecommunication/ICT services in rural, isolated and poorly served areas and indigenous communities of the world through the relevant programmes;
2.	to coordinate efforts on supporting governments for the development of telecommunication/ICT services in rural, isolated and poorly served areas and indigenous communities;
3. 	to provide assistance to Member States so they can identify and develop policies, mechanisms and regulatory initiatives to reduce the digital divide by promoting the deployment and adoption of broadband

	requests the Council

1	to oversee, consider and discuss, as appropriate, ITU's implementation of activities related to this resolution, and, within the financial limits set by the Plenipotentiary Conference, to make resources available as appropriate; 
2	to consider under WG-WSIS&SDG membership inputs and guidance on the ITU implementation of decisions of this resolution, while ensuring alignment with the work under implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular related to SDG9;
3	to take into account the relevant decisions of the United Nations General Assembly with regard to implementation of the SDG9;

invites Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia

1	to participate actively in the innovation related activities of the Union, while facilitating participation of other stakeholders; 
2	to report on the taken actions related to the SDG9 implementation;
3	to establish by 2023 policies/strategies fostering telecommunication/ICT-centric innovation;
4	to report on regular basis on the progress of implementation of above mentioned policies/strategies.
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